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Tulips are peeking their heads through the snow, and strolls through mud
puddles are just around the corner. Will spring start like a lion or a lamb?
After this past winter, we are looking forward to the warmer, brighter days of
spring that are ahead.

We will be closed the following dates: April
2" and May 24" , please order your pet’s
food and medication refills ahead of time.

Why Is Chocolate Bad For My Pet?

The first problem with chocolate is the fat.
A sudden high fat meal (such as
demolishing a bag of chocolate bars or
chocolate chips) can create a lethal
metabolic disease in pets called pancreatitis.
The fat and sugar in the chocolate can also
create an unpleasant but temporary upset
stomach. This is what happens in most
chocolate ingestion cases. Chocolate is,
however, directly toxic because of the
theobromine. The more chocolate liquor
there is in a product, the more theobromine
is present. This makes baking chocolate the
worst for pets, followed by semisweet and
dark chocolate, followed by milk chocolate,
followed by chocolate flavoured cakes or
cookies.

Contact your vet if you
think your pet has
ingested chocolate.

Hoppy Easter!

Please keep Easter
plants, flowers and
chocolate away from
our furry friends.
Lilies are extremely
toxic to cats and an
ingredient in
chocolate called
theobromine is toxic
to dogs and cats.
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What | Should Know About . . .

Heart Worm Disease

Heartworm is a blood parasite that can infect dogs and cats of all
ages and breeds. The parasite lives in the right side of the heart
and arteries of the lungs, causing great damage to the tissue and
over time leading to heart failure. Heartworm disease is spread by
mosquitoes that are infected with the infant stage of the parasite
(microfilariae). Mosquitoes become infected by taking their blood
meal from an infected animal. Within the mosquito, the microfilariae
mature to the next stage of infective larvae. When a vulnerable
animal is bitten, the infected mosquito passes the larvae into the
animal’s bloodstream thus causing a heartworm infection. It takes
approximately 6 months for the infective larvae to mature into adult
worms. For this reason, we recommend yearly testing, and a good
prevention program. We begin testing in April and start preventive

medication on June . Speak with one of our technicians for more
information.

Heamvorm ath Lyme Clinic Corner:
Disease

We are happy to announce the

- - X—ray machine!
and Lyme disease testing Please ask our technicians for

in April. Make sure your more information on how we are

dog or outdoor cat using our New x-
begins preventive ray machine to
medication better serve our
June 1 patients and

clients.

Look for our next newsletter in June
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